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Taking the African Burial Ground Into The Classroom

D, Sherrill D, Wilson

The Summer 1897 African Burial Ground Educator’s Symposium,
held at 6 World Trade Center on Saturday, August 23, 1997, was
the fifteenth such gathering aimed at equipping New York area
teachers, parents, the media and community leaders with informa-
tion and resources for educaling students and others about the
landmark New York African Burial Ground and the early origins of
New York's African American presence.

Since the 1993 inception of the Office of Public Education & In-
terpretation of the African Burial Ground Project (OPEI) more than
60,000 students and teachers have made use of its services and
resources, Phyllis Murray, school librarian at P.S. 75 in the Bronx,
offered this comment: “As educators, we need an ongoing commit-
ment to the African Burial Ground Project, and we also need to uti-
lize the information that the project provides for the public at large.
This information is available, gratis and it is sorely needed in order
to help teachers chalienge the myths that reverberate around the
issue of slavery in the Americas, especially slavery in the North.

I welcome every opportunity to attend these wellplanned sessions
which allows me 1o establish ongoing articulation with scholars

and researchers in the goal of giving dignity to our African ances-
tors and their contemporary descendants.”

The services of the OPEI, which includes on and off-site slide
presentations, film viewings, the Update quarterly newsletter and
other supplemental materials, is aimed at students as young as
third grade through college level. This Update issue is dedicated
o educators globally who seek to enlighten themselves and their
students on the achievement and contributions of Africans and
their descendants throughout the Diaspora, despite the atrocities
of the transatlantic slave trade and its aftermath.

Sankofa: We look to the Past to Inform the Futurell!

“Give & man of color an equal opportunity from the cradle to manhood, and from manhood to the arave and you
would discover the dignified statesman, the man of conscience, and the philosopher,” - Maria W. Stewart, 1633
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 9%

Revisiling the Past

it was extremely fascinating to learn about a major part of
thistory. Many of us felt a connection to the people in the
‘African Burial Ground. it was a link to our history and many
‘of us would like to come back in the year 2000! You were
iinspiring to us all.
" Operation Understanding
; San Diego, California

A Poetic Thanks

‘The seventh grade of St. Catherine of Genoa really liked
‘the tour about the African Burial Ground. We appreciate
iy@ur time and devotion to us, and to show you how much
‘we appreciated it, we made up poems about the African
‘Burial Ground itself, And we promise not to say “slave”
'when talking about the Black people. We say “enslaved
‘Africans.” Thank you for the wonderful time.

The Seventh Grade
St Catherine of Genoa
Brooklyn, N.Y.

;[Ed, note: The poetic work of St. Catherine of Genoa
%mhm@ appears in the Children’s Corner on page 14.]

A Colonial Update

‘This project is of special interest since | am writing a chap-
{ter on the African American population of the colonial United
:States for a forthcoming Cambridge University Press vol-
‘ume on the population and history of North America and
thope that | may be able to include information from the
-archaeological analysis of the African Burial Ground as one
%o’f the few sites dating to the eighteenth century. | look for-
‘ward to receiving further updates as the analysis proceeds.

Lorena S, Walsh, Historian
The Colonial Williamsburgh
Foundation, Willlamsburgh, VA

‘Academic Feedback

‘The summer course on “Issues in Preservation of Urban
:Sites: Museology, History, and Archaeology of New York
City" for New York University, Museum Studies Program
Pm@ recently come to a close. | am writing to thank you for
the presentations made by the staff of Public Education &
‘nterpretation on the history, status and future of the African
Burial Ground project and related education programs.
Presentations from OPEl stalf made a lasting impression on
‘the students’ understanding of preservation and interpreta-
fiém of this important site. | look forward to working with you
iin preservation of this and other sites vital to our cultural
iheritage.
Daniel N. Pagano, Ph.D.
New York University
New York, N.Y.

Hands-on Learning ;
The slide presentation was excellent. | also believe that ?he;
introduction to anthropology, as a social science that is rel-
evant to Black life, or the Black experience, was extremely’
useful. Many of the students were inspired to learn mmef
about anthropology as a direct result. | would suggest that
the speaker bring with her/him actual artifacts or other ma-:
terials to give or allow students to experience a bit of the
reality. In other words, let the students come in contact,
if possible, with a sample of some of the artifacts found at
the site. :

Professor Zain Abdullah

Rutgers University, Newark, N.J.

| think the lab displays should be easier to view - glass
on all four sides perhaps. It would be great if kids could

have practice at cleaning artifacts (not real of course).

Andrea Schwartz, Teacher, .5, 3 :
MNew York, N.Y, :

[Ed. note: OPE! is funded primarily as a public education office
organized to address inquiries related to New York's African:
Burial Ground. Our educational resources can be used in con-.
junction with archaeological museums such as New York
Unearthed, located at 17 State Street in lower Manhattan].

Falashas In Exile

On behalf of the Falasha Research Resurrection Institute, it
is with special gratitude | say thank you for the use of the:
Atrican Burial Site for our Memorial Service on August 7,
1997. It was truly an honor to us to have been able to hold
the service on this Holy Ground. Because of the excellent.
cooperation we received from the Office of Public
Education, the Memorial Service was a success. 5

Our mandate was created for the express purpose of brmg{
ing wisdom, knowledge, and understanding of our his;mryf
culture and ancient teachings to the community and the
world, May God bless you, your family and staff with abun-.
dant fortitude and peace, especially in all your endeavors in’
the very important and crucial work you are doing to restore.
our heritage. ‘;

Dada Falasha Luka
Founder & Deliverer
Falashas In Exile, Bklyn., N.Y.

OPEl welcomes letters but reserves
- the right to edit for length or clarity.




Dr. Sherrill D, Wilson

Annals of popular chronologies
and histories of New York City
note the year 1827 as the year
‘of emancipation by legislature,
of the enslaved African men and
‘women of New York (Jackson:
1994, Low & Clift:1981; Salz -
:man, Smith & West:1991, et. al).

This 1799 statute from the New
York Senate Assembly, notes
the hours and conditions of the
‘said “emancipation:”

An Aet for the Gradual Abolition
of Slavery... Be it enacted by the
people of the state of New-York,
represented in Senate and Assermn-
bly, That every child born within this
state after the fourth day of July
next, shall be deemed and adjudg-
ed 1o be born free: Provided never-
theless, That such child shall be the
servant of the legal proprietor of his
or her mother until such servant...
Shall arrive at the age of 28 years,

As a result of this statute, by
1844 all enslaved Africans living
in New York State were deemed
free people of color. Freedom
‘however, did not guarantee an
‘equal status with European de-
scended New Yorkers. Racial
and class discrimination contin-
ued to characterize the lives of
‘African New Yorkers (Wilson;
11994).

Earlier that same year, in March
the New York African American
‘press was born in the form of
the weekly publication, Free-

Samuel B, Comish (lelt) end John B, Russwurm
(right), publishers ol the nation's first Alrican
American newspaper, Freedom's Journal,

dom’s Joumal, published from its
office at 150-152 Church Street. The
newspaper was published and co-
edited by a local Presbyterian min-
ister, and businessman, free bom
African American, Samuel Eli Cor-
nish (1795-1858), and educator,
and colonizationist, John Brown
Russwurm, (1799-1851).

The first copy was issued on
March 16, 1827. From this copy
we may glean the intentions of
its authors:

The civil rights of a people being
of the greatest value, it shall be
our duty to vindicate our brethren,
when oppressed; and to lay the
case before the publik with & view
te arrest the progress of prejudice
and to shield ourselves against
the consequent of evils. ..

The editors were clear about their
goals to raise issues of concern to.
freebomn people such as them-
selves, as well as, those who
yet remained enslaved in both
the North and the South:

We shall also urge upon our
brethren the expediency of
using their elective franchise
{sic: right to vote); and of mak-
ing an independent use of same.
We wish them not to become
the toois of the party.

Freedom’s Joumal was created in’
response to the rampant racism
and discrimination against Africans:
living in pre-emancipation New.
York City. “Originally it served as a
vehicle for answering the aftacks
on blacks made by the New York:
Enquirer,” notes historian Sandra:
Roff (Jackson:1994). :

Early 19th century newspapers
generally promoted the notion of.
Africans as socially, morally and,
generally inferior to Whites. Mario
Charles and Sandra Roff note,
“The inferiority of the black race
was an accepted theory (sic: of)
nineteenth century Americans:
(1996:11). They continued: “The
white populace feared insurrec-
tions by blacks and news travelled
quickly of possible riots. The New,
York Evening Post (sic: in 1823)
reported that ten Negroes, owned
by prominent citizens of New York:
State were accused of conspiring
to rebel against their masters”
(1996:12),




Aficans were viewed as com-
‘modities, to be bought, sold and
recaptured should they atternpt to
‘escape enslavement. The majori-
ty of newspaper items regarding
Africans enslaved or free nation-
‘wide, prior to the publication of
Freedom’s Joumal, were runaway
-and sale advertisements such as
the following:

Ran Away from the Subscriber,
an indentured Colored boy nam-
ed DAVID SMITH, between
eleven and twelve years old, He
is now harking around Brooklyn.
All persons are forbidden from
harboring him, on penalty of the
taw. He is a great rogue, and |
will give his indentures 1o any
person who can govern him..,
LITTELLIER CAMBIE

(Long Island Star, Jan. 10, 1823)

Freedom’s Joumal marked a new
.era for depicting African descend-
ed people, by African descended
people. In contrast, it provided
public notices of community
‘events and meetings, advertised
products and services which were
viewed as beneficial to African
.American patrons, often by African
businesses, in New York, as well
:as Phi %ad@iphua Four such adver-
tisements follow:

CASH FOR CAST OFF CLOTHES
Wanted to purchase a argea guantity
Of cast off Clothes, for which the
highest price will be given by
THOMAS L. JENNINGS, No. 110
Nassau-st., formerly of No, 64;

who has constantly on hand at the
above place; a general assoriment
of second hand clothes, at the lowest
price for cash, N.B. Those persons
who wish 1o Dispose of clothes

will please send their Address at
above or send their articles belore
sun-set.

LOTS WANTED

TWO LOTS, or the rear of two
lots,where there is any conven-
ient communication with the
street, are wanted, for the erac-
tion of a Presbyterian Church.
The location must be between
Reed and Spring, Hudson and
Orange streets — One within
the above Bounds, 25 feet

or more, by 75, would answer,
Inquire of S.E. Cormish, No. 6
Varick street, New York,

March 20.

(Freedom's Joumnal, Fri,, Sepl. 28, 1827,
Vol 1 Mo. 2).

Thomas L. Jennings is document-
ed as the first African American to
receive a U.S. patent. The patent
was for the invention of a dry
cleaning process in 1821 (Time
Life Books: 1993:27).

UNION INN
No. 35 Leonard Street, near Chapel-st.

C. BOYER retums his sincere thanks
tor the very liberal encouragement
which he has received since the open-
ing of the above Establishment, and
hopes to merit a continuance of the
same, by paying attention to the
wishes and comforts of his patrons.

CONCERT in St. Philips Church
The public is respectfully informed
That a CONCERT of Sacred Music
Will be given at St Philips Church
(in Collect Street) on Tuesday
Evening, next, under the direction
of Mr. Habreson...

g(mwomw Journal, Fri., April 20, 1827,
iVol. 1, No. 6).

(Freedom's Joumal, Fri.,
Vol 1 No. 15).

June 2¢, 1827,

The Union Inn was the only hotel
in New York City in 1827 which
would admit African Americans.

(Freedom’s Journal, Fri., Aug. 24, 1827,
Vol. 1 No. 24).

“Advertisements for boarding hou-!
es, tea gardens, land, the African
Free Schools, and other edum»§
tional ventures, etc. abound in
Freedom’s Joumnal, The Rights for
All, The Weekly Advocate, and
The Colored American...These
advertisements offer a glimpse of
African American life in the urban
North during the nineteenth centu-

ry.

Notices for concerts, ceremonial
dinners, cleaning services, tailors,
medicines and treatments, restau-
rants, and hotel accommodations,.
etc., attest to the notion that free
Africans in nineteenth century,
New York City had indeed been
highly successful in developing
and establishing goods, services,
associations and organizations to
meet their needs..”. (Wilson:
1994:70).

Salzman, Smith and West, note ’thaé
format and emphasis of the pubi
cation: :

Freedom’'s Journal followed a
format common to antebellum re-

[ -




h 2 isiand Star and the New York :
“form newspapers by using cur- fo 1847 on Spruce Street. This B o Bt n the Eatly 18208"

mm events, anecdotes, and edi- mey newspaper was co-edited by Afro American Life and History,
torials to convey the message joumalist and educator, Philip Bell.

of mma% reform. The editors also , ‘ : Dann. Martin E.

focused on issues of interest to According to Sandra Roff 1671 The Black Press. 1827-1890:
northern free blacks; racial preju- The Quest for National Identit
dice, slavery...and the threat of “It [The Colored American) was fi- N.Y.: G.P. Putnam & Sons.
colonization ~ the efforts by the nancially supported by abolition- Gross. Belia

American Colonization Society to ists and dedicaled 10 advancemen!  1gas  “Fresdom’s Journal and The
expatriate free blacks to Africa of Black Americans. Cornish resign- Rights For AIP Journal of Negro
{1981:100685). ed in 1839 and was replaced by History, July, No. &,

Charles Bennett Hay, pastor of the

m e : TP Bethesda Congregational Church,
The issue of colonization led to the and an aclive member of the Under-

resignation of Suamue! Comish, from ground Railroad in New York City,”
the newspaper in September 1827, (Jackson:1994: 255).

Jackson, Kenneth, Editor
1894 Encyclopedia of New York Cit
New Haven: Yale Univ. Press

Jacobs, Donald M. Editor

and later to the cessation of the pub- 1976 Antebellum Newspapers: Indices
lication in March 1829, when Russ-  The first three African American pub- to New York's Freedom's Journal
wurm deparled for Liberia. In jications: Freedom’s Joumal, Rights ﬂgég;wﬁgmzi@;gg;ﬁ Al
May, 1829 Cornish revived the  for Al and The Colored American, American (1837), Westport, CT.:
newspaper as The Rights for Al gthough New York City based, were Greenwood Press.

(Gross:1932:249). of national importance to enslaved  Liwack, Leon F.

Africans as well as free people of 19617  Norh of Slavery: The Negro In

\ . . the Free States, Chicago: Univ.
color. Comish and his associates of Chicago Press

Freedom’s Joumal was financially

supported by its African American
Suppo Y pioneered efforts at being a voice for oy, w. Augustus & Virgil A. Ciitt

iiﬁ“m?”m@ thus empowering fts edi- the African American people. 1981 Encyclopedia of Black America
tors financially and morally to be a N.Y.: McGraw Hill

voice for African Americans in New
York and throughout the nation.
:Gross also notes:

In total, more than thity five African  Quarles, Benjamin

. e - o 1969 Black Abolitionists.
Americarn newspapers Ongmate«j in New York: DaCapo Frese
New York State during the nine-

-\ o el 10 : e oalzman, Jack, David L, Smith
The paper was owned and sup- teenth century, including The Ham's and Cormel West, Eds.

norted Dy the Colored people f'"?y@m, The Aﬂg/@%fﬂﬁ&ﬂ, 7?‘)9 New 1991 Encvelopedia of African American
themselves.. The income from York Age, and Frederick DQUQE&?%’ Culture & History. New York: :
the papers was chiefly from the TH o MacMilian Library Reference,

-~ e North Star. . 4
subscriptions, the commercial LUSA. Simon & Schuster (Vol. 2).
advertisements and the job and
fancy printing at the office [Editor’s Note: All advertisements  Smith, Jessie Carmey
{1932:249). from 19th century newspapers 1989 “Journalism: Firsts In The Fourth

appear in their wriginal formatl. Estate.” Black Firsts; 2,000 Year

of Extraordinary Achieverment
Wash.D.C.: Gale Research inc.

%“Ammﬁwd Agents” for Freedom’s The author has made no spelling
Joumal successtully solicted sub- of grammatical edits of this mate-

scribers from the following states, in ~ fiak] f@%h@‘%ﬁ?ﬁfgf@? ﬁimm Referen
addition to New York: Maine, Mas- exe ‘ Book. Engsewéaa Cliffs, N.J.
'sachusetts, Rhode Island, Con- Prentice Hall.

‘necticut, Pennsylvania, New Jersey,

: " Bibliographic Sources 1993 ime Life Editors
Maryland, Washingion, D.C. and grap %9 Ta(:g;ﬁgggfsﬁw Voices of
EWQMWAUWPF@HQ@’ Haiti. Freedom’s Journal , 1827-1829; Triymph: Lﬁadersﬁi N
g The Rights for All, 1829 Moo Hpﬂ

The Colored American 1837-1841, ew York- fime Liie fnc.

‘Comish’s third effort to unify African
Wilson, Sherrill

Americ >nslave ‘ i{
t/;\ encans, fﬂw@a\f@d and free, charies, Mario 8 Sandra Roff 1994  New York's African Slaveowners: |
wough publication, was The Color- 1996 *Black Images From the Past: A Social and Material Culture
fMAm@nCan, published from 1847 Attitudes Presented in The Long History, N.Y.: Garland Press




AFRICAN BURIAL GROUND PROJECT PROFIL

ES

Deborah A. Wright

@ fell personally violated and felt
something needed to be done
- W about " declared Dr. Joe Jack-
W“ﬁ recalling his feelings, dunng the
eexcavation of the African Burial
‘Ground (ABG) site. “/ felt | needed to
.do whatever | could do in my own little
way.” |

Dr Jackson, who had been on the fac-
ulty of Lehman College's SEEK

%Pr@gmm for close to twenty-five years, |

‘when the remains were recovered,
‘added that “I not only felt violated, but
also guitty, because | felt | was a part
of the system that helped perpetuate
the destruction of the information of
our African heritage.” He cites for ex-
‘ample, that Lehman had an anthro-
‘pology department that had never
.graduated a Black student. Stating
that far too many educators at
Lehman were, “iiving off the fat of the
land,” Dr. Jackson based his feelings
of guitt on the fact that he was a part of
that system and did not even com-
plain about .

‘When the story of the ABG surfaced,
‘Joyce Jenkins Jones, a secretary 1o
.one of the Deans at Lehman College,
called Dr. Jackson, and asked if he
‘had seen the article in the paper. Ms.
Jones organized a program in com-
‘memoration of the bural ground
-ancestors  and Dr. Jackson, so
[impressed by her efforts, joined her in
creating a program that was in his
‘words, “absolutely fantastic.” After that,
they spread the word throughout the
.community and consolidated with the
various groups who were meeting
across the city, and demonstrating
.downtown at the site.

|

Subsequently, recounts Dr. Jackson,
“The bones were transferred to
Lehman, and when that happened, |
felt it was my job to monitor — to be
the eyes and ears, and | watched.” Dr.
Jackson candidly explained how he
and descendent community members
cleaned and decorated the room
where the ancestral remains were
being housed. They placed whatever
spiritual items they could in the room,
and in order to embrace the commu-
nity at large, organized other pro-
grams which included spiritual cere-
monies for the ancestors.

“There were a lot of painful days at

Lehman,” recalls Dr. Jackson, “A ot
of opportunism, a lot of lying. Things
like tying to Dr. Blakey and only expos-

P | and others.

ing him to a certain part of the housed
bones.” Inadequate care of the bones
- wrapping them in newspapers —
were some of the areas of conflict
between Dr. Jackson, administration

The strong ethical rmmm@ and sen-.
sitivity to the well-being of the AHG
ancestors exhibited by Dr. Jackson,:
are likely rooted in his childhood. He

| speaks with pride about growing up in’

Savannah, Georgia and how truly

| blessed he was for having known both

his grandparents and his great grand-:
parents. “..I was around oral history a
whole lot,” relates Dr. Jackson, ‘I was-
n't onlly around my great grandparents,
| was around a whole lot of elders. Alot
of old people.”

Dr. Jackson recollects the diversi-
ty of Native Americans in the
Savannah population, and speaks:
proudly of what he tenms as his “first’
recognition,” of the importance @f hon-
oring the memory of ancestors occur-
ring when he was in the third grade..
His drawing of Savannah's memorial
Indian tombstone was awarded first
prize. In retrospect, Dr. Jackson views.
that event as a harbinger of his later
intense participation with the ABG. |

“Where | come from my grandpar-
ents..went to the cemetery for two
things, to clean the family plot off or to.
go deposit the body. When | go to!
Savannah, the first thing | do when I
cross that Savannah bridge is go.
straight to the cemetery and talk to my
grandparents and great grandparmﬁs
Then| go see the living.




My first stop is always the cemetery. |
‘have strong ancestral connections
‘and have been traditionally driven
by that all of my life.”

:Dr. Jackson eamed his Bachelor of
Science degree from North Carolina
AST, and shares that it was during
those college years, that he began to
‘address his adventurous spirit through
travel. He visited Canada, where he
-evoked the Underground Railroad
‘and imagined he was on the very
‘same streets where his ancestors had
‘walked after their long passage from
captivity.

‘The yeaming to leam more about
Black people in the Diaspora, was fed
‘when Dr. Jackson had the opportunity
to vistt Haiti on a transcultural confer-
-ence. Of the experience he relates,
“physically | was in Haiti, but spiritualty
[ was in Africa” Dr. Jackson further
explains that  his “..matemal great
great grandiather was a parnt of a
.group of sailors [who] came [to the
‘U.S. from Hattl] to save Savannah.”
Dr. Jackson retumed to Halti at least
eight more times, and extended his
travels to other Caribbean islands as
‘well. He says that he fashioned him-
seff as an “explorer, traveling 10 the
‘places where Black folks had settled,
.or had been dropped off”

It was these trips, which prepared him
for his first trip to Africa. In 1980, he
travelled to Ghana, which he states
‘matter-of-factly, “is his heart.” It was in
:Ghana, Dr. Jackson tenderly recounts,
‘where he met his wife of fiteen years.
‘That union has graced them with two
beautiful daughters.

‘Receiving his Doctorate in Counseling
Psychology, Dr. Jackson has atways
‘been concemed about the weffare of
‘Black youth. At Lehman college, Dr.

Jackson was an advocate for the stu-

dents. He asserts that he knew every
Black student on campus, and was,
by the students’ mandate, Faculty
Advisor for practically all of the Black

organizations on campus. Consistent
with his concem and love for the
youth, he developed a training model
for urban Black students to aid them in
the transition from high school to col-
lege, entitled “Transitional Training: A
Teaching Model for Urban Black
College Students.”

No longer at Lehman College, this
proud warrior functions as a consul-
tant and is establishing “Middle
Passage,” a business which will locate
financial assistance for youth desinng o
turther their education. He is also the
Program Director and Mentor of the
“Sons of the Blue Nile Rites of Passage,”
a program originating from Abyssinian
Baptist Church in Harem, N.Y.

Dr. Jackson poignantly tells of his
grandlather's message 1o
“Never forget the bridge that took
you across.” He says that the ances-
tors took him across many waters and
it was now time 10 pay back. “And
that’s what | was doing. That's why
I became a volunteer, and that's
why | will continue to be a volun-
teer,” says Dr. Jackson.

He recently delivered a very eflective,
down 1o earth keynote address at our
1997 annual Youth Symposium. We
at OPEI consider Dr. Jackson one of
the veritable heroes of the African Burial
Ground.

Thes  revised arfide onginaly appeared i
The Comerstone, Vol 1, ksue No. 4.
Deborah A Wight is the Senvor Editor of
Comerstone, OFEls newsketier fr Afican
Buria! Ground wolinteers,

LE2

him, |

Atrican Burisl Ground Map/Fact Sheet

Out of town visitors often ask abow
the African Burial Ground's exact 1o-
cation. In the map below, the Arican
Burial Ground is shown south of

26 Federal Plaza and behind 290
Broadway. Here are some facts about
the sile:

o This surviving portion of the Alrican
Burial Ground was oniginally part of
a & 1o 6 acre cemetery whose exact
boundaries are still unclear.

o An estimated 10-20,000 men, women
and children were buried at the
origing! site.

26

Federal Plaza

-

o The earliest documented use of the
cemetery is 1712, although it may
have originated earlier. The cemetery
was closed some time afier 1794,

o The African Burial Ground became
a New York City Landmark within the
Commons Historic District on Feb, 28,
1993, It gained National Historic
Landmark status on April 18, 1993,

o Current plans for the site include
memorialization and reinterment, The
427 human remains excavaled be-
tween 1891-92, are currently under
study at Howard University, Plans
are underway for reburial at the site
by the year 2000.




African Burial Ground
Update

J Dr. Blakey speaks at UN. Conference. On August 18,
11997, Dr. Michael L. Blakey addressed the United Nations’
:Subcommission on Prevention of Discrimination and Protection of
Minorities, Commission on Human Rights, in Geneva
‘Switzerland. This was the second year that Dr. Blakey had
ibeen invited to address the Commission on the significance of
‘the New York African Burial Ground in the struggle for and
‘against the human rights of African Americans. He was made
ia Permanent Hepresentative of the African Bureau of
:Educational Sciences, Organization of African Unity, to better
§mmﬂﬁtam continuing U.N, discussions about collahoration be-
{tween African Americans and African nations concerning the
inational landmark site. Imam Muhammad Hatim of the Malik
:Shabazz Human Rights Institute also presented at the U.N.
‘and was made a Permanent Representative.— S. [, Wilson

i0 Reflections on OPEl's Summer Interns. In June, 1997,
‘OPEl was asked by the Vanguard Urban Improvement
\Association, based in Brooklyn, N.Y., if we would sponsor two
finterns for the summer. The students that were chosen were
‘Scott Foster and Patrick Stephen.

‘We wanted their experience at the African Burial Ground to be
‘memorable, an experience that they could walk away from
:proud and informed about their heritage. Scott and Patrick
‘were required to read articles and view all documentary films
‘made on the project. They wrote essays on the information
‘they learned. By assisting with the enormous mailing of our
newsletter Update, sitting in on presentations, learning efficient
iways of taking down questions, and making educational pack-
iets and press kits, they got a true sense of OPE] operations
‘and the educational goals of our office.

iScott and Patrick now have a bit more knowledge about life
iand have some choices about the road they choose for them-
:selves. Working and speaking for the ancestors is such a wor-
ithy deed. It connects us to our past. Helping anyone, especial-
Jdy youth, to understand the importance of that connection is our
‘task. e 0 D) Piltroan

‘Helated ltems:

{0 New Insights into Jersey City History. OPElL volunteer
Vincent Dillard considers himself to be a student of history.
dnspired by the work of New Jersey historians Glen
i‘Cunningham and Ted Brunson, he recently conducted a tour
‘of the downtown Jersey City area where, according to 19th
‘century maps, an African Burial Ground existed at the inter-
isection of Johnson and Pine (shown above right). The tour
iconcluded at the area bordering the Liberty Science Center,
§whe:»m a waterfront village called Communipaw once existed.

Vincent Dillard
points to a
water tower

L at.Johnson &
Pine Strests
which marks
the former

| site of @ 16th
L century Afr-
| jcan Bunal

- Ground.

Photo

- credit:
Tamara
© 1 Jubilee

Occupied by the Dutch as early as the 17th century, it seems
likely that Communipaw’s enslaved population ulilized the:
cemetery. This early African community is still being re-
searched by Vincent who promises to keep OPE! readers in-
formed. - E. L. Brown

O Seneca Village Update. Former OFE! Public Educator
Cynthia Copeland, is a co-curator of Before Central Park: The.
Life and Death of Seneca Village, currently on display at the.
New York Historical Society. She and co-curator Grady Turner,
Director of the Education Department, report an impressive
response 1o the exhibit which retraces the site's origins in 1825
to its demise in 1857, Seneca Village was a stable commu-
nity with its own schools and churches situated between B2nd.
and 88th Streets and Seventh and Eighth Avenues. It was
destroyed to make way for Central Park. “The story of Seneca
Village, as interpreted in the exhibit, is not just about the vil-
lage,” Cynthia explained, “but places it within a historical con-
text to give visitors a sense of the local and national events and.
issues that led to the creation of what appears to be
Manhattan's first significant African American property owning’
community. Issues of suffrage, property ownership, education,
media depiction, racism and the like are explored.” ‘

She also informs us that one of the most exciting develop-
ments concerning the site involves future excavation. "“The:
preliminary stages of mapping, testing, and surveying the m%;
are underway to propose to the City and the Central Park
Conservancy that a systematic archaeological dig take place in
the former Seneca Village site,” she said. "An archaeological
excavation could give us greater insight into day-to-day activi-
ties, and a closer examination of the material culture devel-
oped, used, and possibly made by the area’s residents.” The
New York Historical Society is located at 2 West 77th Street at
Central Park West. For information please call 212.873.3400.
waw [, L, Brown

O Update on Flushing Burial Ground. In a previous issue of
Update, (vol. 2, no.2 ), it was reported that Mandingo Osceola.
Tshaka was leading a drive to have Martin's Field Playground.
at 164th Street in Flushing restored to its former status as
Flushing’s Colored Cemetery. It now appears that he has been'
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isuccessful in persuading City Council members to help him
‘achieve that goal.

‘Tshaka, a descendant of family members buried at the site,
'spoke at a City Council hearing in April. He detailed a deci-
'sion made by city officials to create a playground at the site
Hin 1936 that resulted in damage to burials, tombstones and
:artifacts. He stressed the fact that a number of burials are
still present at the site. City Councilwoman Julia Harrison, a
:strong advocate for the cemetery, announced in June, 1997
ithat the City Council had approved a million dollar grant to
irenovate the playground and 1o restore the cemetery.

:‘ —— E. L. Brown

Compiled by Chadra D. Pittman

¢ Fri, Sept, 12, 1997 N.Y. State Office of Parks, Recreation

. & Historic Preservation will host a meeting and panel discus-
i sion on WY, Africen American historic sites which will in-

. clude Dr. Sherrill D. Wilson. Call (518) 237-8643 ext. 255

i for detalls,

| Tues., Sept. 16, 1997 at 1:00 p.m. Dr. Warren Perry will

¢ present an overview of the Archaeological Process for the
Alrican Burlal Ground at New York Unearthed, 17 State 51,
CNLY. Call (212) 748-8628 tor further information,

Sat., Sept. 20, 1887 OPE! presents an African Burial
i Ground Project Film Festivel at 6 WTC, U.S. Custom House,
i Fm. 239, from 12:00 noon to 5:00 p.m. Call (212) 432-5707.

i Sal., Oct. 4, 1997 the 1997 Winterthur Conference on Race

¢ and Ethnicity in American Material Life presents Dr, Michael L.
¢ Plakey who will lecture on The African Burial Ground: The

i Biology of Enslaved Africens in Colonial New York,

© For information call (800} 448-3883 by September 15.

Wed,, Oct, B, 1997 sttend a lunch time slide lecture on the
- N.Y. Atricen Burlal Ground by Dr. Sherrill D. Wilson.
i South 51, Seaport Museum, Call (212) 748-8628 for information.

Frl., Oct 10, 1997 the Historic Hudson Valley Museum,
Tarrytown, NY. will present Unheard Voices, Unseen Faces:
New Historiography on Enslaved Africans in the North,

a panel discussion with Dr. Sherrill D. Wilson. Call {(814)
631-8200 tor information.

Tues.,, Oct. 21, 1997 a1 7:00 pm Dr. Warnen Perry will give

a lecture on the Africen Burlal Ground Artifacts and the
Archeeologleal Process, at the Mattetuck Museum in Water-
bury, Cl in conjunction with the NAACP at 144 West Main S1.
For information call Marie Galbreath st (203) 763-0381 ext. 14,

Sat., Nov, 15, 1987 OPEl's Fall Educetors Symposium
will be held from 10:00 am to 5:00 pm. This day long event
will include the viewing of docurmentary films, laboratory and site
tours, and updates from Howard University, For information
call (212) 432-5707.
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SANKOFA
(For my Ancestors buried in the vicinity of
290 Broadway -~ prior to 1627)

by Millicent Rucker ©




Emilyn L. Brown and
Tamara R. Jubilee

Over the past 20 years, Richard Dickenson

has served in a nurmber of unsalanied positions
that incluce the New York State Cermetery
Board Ciizen's Acvisory Cound, organized 1o
morilor abardoned cermeleres, and as a
board member of the Sandy Ground Historcal
Socely. He is the president of Staten lsland's
Friencks of Abandoned Cemeleries, and was
recertly chosen by Mayor Rudolph Guliant to
serve on the Municipal Archives Reference and

He is also the organizer of an annual memorial
searermony for Colonel Roben Gould Shaw who
fved on Staten Island duing the Chil War
Colonel Shaw led the African American men of
the 54th Massachusetts Infartry Regiment in
bettle as depicted in the fim “‘Glory”

Ir 1991, in recognition of his longstanding schok
arship and untinng  commitment o historical
preservation, Richard Dickenson was appoint-
et o the post of Borough Historan by Borough
Presidert Guy Molinad. He is the first of two
Aftican Armericans in New Yok Clty o hokd this
spost

EB: Before we discuss your preser-
vation work in Staten Island, please
tell our readers about your early
Jdnvolvement with the Broadway
:Block African Burial Ground.

RD: A prescient result of meeting
Idilic [Ed. note: Idilio Gracia-Pena is
the former commissioner and a prime
iorganizer of New York's Department of
Records and Information Services] was
that in 1981 he gave me a copy of a
deed of transfer for the Broadway prop-
ety but it did not contein any Afro-
American names.

‘While reviewing Stokes lconography of
Manhattan | saw many references to
the Negroes Burying Ground, which
lincorporated in my research. | wiote

an article about early Black Manhatta-
nites which the late Kevin Stryker-Rodda,
then editor of the New York Genealogical
& Biographical Society, published in two
parts in 1985,

I made a supposition about the possible
interments based on the history of early
enslaved Africans held by the Dutch.
We really don't know where those peo-
ple were buried and we don't know who
was buried in the African Bural Ground.
its nearly impossible to get relevant
records. Sometimes a church may have
useful records or hopefully some histon-
an wrote something in a pamphlet, but
you have 1o do a lot of archival work.

EB: Former Mayor Dinkins played
such a crucial role in preserving the
site. It’s ironic that before his elec-
tion, city officials sold the land to the
Federal government with full aware-
ness of the cemetery.

RD: Before they started construction at
the site, | happened to come across a
newsletter of Community Board No. 1.
it explained how city and federal officials
had arcumvented the Uniform Land Re-
vieww Process (ULURP) so there would be

 [EPRE

| Richard Dickenson
| (ctr) explains the
IV layout of the Staten
Hsland Cemetery to
E. Brown and V.
tDillard during a re-
cent tour of the site.

f All photos by
:ITamara R.Jubilee

no hearings held on the sale of land and its.
use for a federal building. If they had gone
through the usual process it would have:
brought more attention to the site. You:
can see very clearly on the map there
was an African Burying Ground. But
they found a way out. | wondered what
was going to happen and after a while |
began hearing that construction was
underway. 5

EB: How did you become involved in
cemetery preservation? i

RD: Back in 1982 a friend who | had.
known a few years, became director of
the State Division for Cemeteries. His.
name was Pearse O'Callaghan and he
invited me to a meeting in an aban-
doned cemetery on Staten Island. He
was trying to approach the problem c:)‘fg
abandoned cemeteries throughout the:
state beginning with his Staten Island.
home base. There was no money to
rehabilitate these cemeteries and so |
think the meeting was to see if he could
get something started on his own turf..
Our first project was a clean up of the.
State controlled Staten Island Ceme-.
tery (see Fig. 2). i

T



‘We tried Halloween as a day for a
iclean-up because we thought people
‘would identify with the idea of ghosts
:and goblins. Now we've come to think of
‘that as a little tacky, but it was worth try-
ing at the beginning. The problem with
a volunteer approach, of course, is that
'you don't have consistent maintenance.
‘We have approximately eight aban-
.doned cemeteries on Staten Island and
four or five of them are owned by the

‘The Staten Island Cemetery really con-
sists of three: The Fountain Cemetery,
‘Staten Island Cemetery, and Trinity
.Chapel Cemetery. The latter is owned
by the City, which once tried to sell it off
but could not because no one could
build on it as long as they knew it was a
ccemetery. The other two have been
since reincorporated and | am a board
‘member. [Ed. note: Friends of
Abandoned Cemeteries has a 5013 (C)
Hax exempt status]

EE‘% What accomplishments or diffi-
culties has your group experienced?

‘RD: We were able to use some of the
assets of the cemetery to do some
clean-ups now and then, but we really
need a year round staff. There is not
‘enough income from burials and burials
-are the principal means of obtaining
‘money for a cemetery. We're just using
the interest on the principal sum that
‘was left behind for that particular ceme-
tery.

§"ﬂwm are other cemeteries here that
‘have no principal or anything, so what
‘we do is dean them up once in a while.
‘We get calls about them, we find
records if we can, and we take people to
‘where their relatives are buried. We do
‘a number of things that will help people
‘who are concemed about the cemetery,

For graffifl you need a lot of space to
store materials to dean off the stones
‘and we don't have a storage place. We
really need 10 expand but the board

Fig. 2: An estmat
5,000 remaine are be- ¢
fieved 1o be interred]
within the dense over-|
growth of The Staten]
lstand Cemetery. Pan g
of the site was owned
by Joseph Ryers, ag
freed Black

Today volunieers are
working to rid the site of
discarded household
tems, car parts, food]
wrappers  and bee

wants to stay a volunteer board and not
run a commercial operation cleaning up
cemeteries year round. | think that is
what is required, but it is not what the
group wants at this point in time.

This past year we participated with the
Borough President in cleaning up Merrill
Cemetery. Joseph Menill was one of
two Congressional Medal of Homr win-
ners on Staten Island. A Staten Island
Femy was named afier him. His grand-
father, as it tums out, is buried here and
when members of the Mermill family
went to the cemetery they found graffit,
stones overtumed, and a developer
working right next to it. They complained
to us and then to the Borough Presi-
dent.

He [Molinar} had used some inmates
from the Arthur Kilt Correction Facility for
cleaning up some other public places
and decided to use them for the ceme-
tery. They cleaned two or three different
cemeteries during the Spring, before the
weeds become really thick and fast
growing. But even with all their work, by
the tme June came around, you would
never know that anyone had been in
there at all. Thats the problem, you
have to keep at it on at least a weekly or
daily basis.

EB: Are you finding evidence of
vandalism in other cemeleries?

RD: Yes, not only vandalism, but there

are more serious things that go on too.

You can see evidence of cultism, with ¢
signs, circles and diagrams, and bumnt!
circles. Some people think this is the!
place to do this kind of thing, particu-|
larly because it is dark and isolated. |
think these things are difficult to do in
cemeteries that are policed or moni-
tored more frequently, but it still hap-:
pens. In the Jewish cemeteries out
here on the Island, in Queens and
Brooklyn, there are stones which are.
frequently toppled. | don’t know if it's a:
contest of strength or a desire to um&t
viewers of this desecration.

EB: What other organizations help
you in your preservation goals?

RD: Basically what one has fo do is mn
amn the community organizations in the:

vicnity of the cemetery, whether they bes_
such as archivists or local historical soc-|
efies. You have to consut with them, and:
involve them in the preservation of ceme-!

EB: Can you tell us about some mg
the history associated with cemeter-
ies on Staten Island?

RD: The Staten Island Cemetery has!
an interesting history. A Black man
named Joseph Ryems, freed by his
owner, Judge Gozen Ryens, acquired
land on Alaska Street in 1811. He lived
on the land until 1846 and buried his
family there. When Ryerrs died and the
e
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[Fig. 3: Numerous tombstones have been
broken or {oppled from their base.

Hand was sold, it expanded to become
‘the Staten Island Cemetery. Even
‘before that, in colonial tmes, the land
‘was well known as a pre-colonial Native
American burial ground.

. The DeHart family, one of the best doc-
.umented and one of the oldest Black
tamilies on Staten Island, is also buried
here. Mr. Nicholas DeHart was the patri-
‘arch of the family and  the sexton at
. Ascension Church and the earier Trinity
:Chapel. He succeeded Joseph Ryerrs
‘who worked as  sexton for the earlier

Trinity Chapel,

ELIE% Are there burial sites on Staten
Island that developers have built
‘over?

‘RD: There are numerous stories about
burying grounds and cemeteries being
built over. | heard about a hospital now
known as Balley Seton. It was formery
known as the Public Health Service
‘Hospital in Clifton. They had a burial
:ground and at one point someone
decided to build on it. A fence was
‘put up around the site, some peo-
iple got hold of the tombstones,
‘took them to their houses, put them

ngs were built over the cemetery. This

was sometime ago, before | got involv-

ed with cemeteries. | don't think they
could do it as easily today. | think there

 was a school buitt over it, and we found
evidence that there was even a babies’

burying ground, part of a home for
young children that went out of exis-
tence. They buried children who died in

| their hospital. Adeveloper, who had built
| all around it, finally built over it when no

one was paying attention. He must have
gotten it for a very low price, and | don't
know who could have sold it to him

Sometimes when its done officially,
developers will disinter the bodies, take

| them to another place, and record it so
| that people will know that they were

propery reburied. But in some cases
they don't make any documentation,
they just dig thern up.

TJ: What about the idea of a burial
ground preservation collective that
would produce a documentary about
Staten Island history and maybe gen-
erate money to do more clean-up?

RD: I'm all for that kind of thing and
would like to see it done. It may lead to
some of these cemeteries being clean-
ed up and more atlention being given
to them because people tend to forget.
Churches should take more of a role in
cemetery restorations, Black churches
especially. Maybe it's putting too much
weight on them because they are a
smaller but, | think, animportant group.
Church members may teel angry about
a body being put into a cemetery that
isn't being taken care of, but unless
they have some very active people in
the church taking an interest, it will hap-
pen. | do occasionally talk with them
but 1 don’t get to cover all the churches.

TJ: What about funeral directors? My
grandfather was a funeral director who
Wd to work directly with churches to

n their backyards and new build-

Fig. 4: Graffti is scrawded on mary of the tormb-
stores and on a walled enclosure, believed to
have been par of the original building which
housed Trinity Chapel during the 18th century.

ed up.

RD: They are businessmen and their
business interests would seem to
include that. They try to find a place to
bury them and they can get %m@'{
money from the state; there is a fund
for what they call untitled burials.

There is another position in New
York City called public administra-
tor. They are appointed by the sur-
rogate judge for people who are
intestate (have no will). They try to.
find someone or some funds for.
burial and they have one in each of
the boroughs for that particular pur-,
pose. !

They sometimes ask funeral direc-
tors to take someone on a charita-
ble basis. Some active cemeteries.
try to make a business out of it. Fu-.
neral directors may conduct burials
for indigent people but they don’t
take an active interest in cleaning
up an abandoned cemetery.

EB: What about cemeteries 'tha’t%
are endangered? What do you tell

concerned citizens?
ST
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‘RD: The first thing a person should
do is call up their local city council
‘member or other elected official
§amd, at the very least, the person
.on the other end of the line could
refer them to the proper agency. A
caller should also try their local
-community board which could refer
them, or have a district manager or
‘committee chairman go out 1o look
at the site. These are a few options
they can use if they have docu-
‘mentation of a burial or a cemetery.

‘With New York's African Burial
‘Ground, the problem was that it
iwas a federal site and the State
.could not step in and stop it. Other-
fwimw the State does have some
‘powers to stop development if it
‘can be shown that there is a burial
.ground there.

‘The State regulates non-profit and
for profit cemeteries but not reli-
.gious cemeteries. The way the law
s written, religious bodies wind up
‘being exempt. If you have a church
.cemetery and you call up the State,
they might talk with you but they
.can’t do much about rehabilitating
Ht.

There are so many cemeteries,
ssomething like 2,000 in New York
State alone, with a staff of four to
six people for the whole State. The
City can stop development if the
site is a landmark. If not, you can
try going to the health department
‘who might say there is nothing they
‘can do unless the developers are
disinterring the bodies, If the ceme-
dery is under a city building, you
.can possibly get the Department of
General Services to act. You can
:also complain to council state and
‘federal representatives.

A policeman can effectively tell
them [developers] to close down,
but the authority must come from

somewhere, such as a city council
person or city agency. In some
cases you can try a politician like
State Senator David Paterson.
People have 1o be aware of where
to go when this happens.

EB: What parling advice can you
give to young people in school
groups or organizations who might
want to play a greater role in ceme-
tery preservation?

RD: First of all, they should be sure
to talk with their own family about
their genealogy and where family
members are buried. In addition to
their parents, they should talk to
other relatives as well. They should
attempt to talk to their teachers
about doing possible projects
either related to their family burial
plots or to a local cemetery, partic-
ularly one that has been neglecied.

I think they should look in the future
to possibly taking courses or get
into a career relating to archaeolo-
gy, history, archival studies or an-
thropology. They will need these
studies in order to better under-
stand and interpret the funeral and
burial practices of Blacks and other
ethnic groups.

[Editor's note: At press time we
received a sad postscript to this
interview. On Saturday, August
23rd, Staten Island’s Sandy Ground
Cemetery was vandalized, report-
edly by some local teens who
use it as a place to "hang out.”

Extensive damage at the land-
mark site included the destruc-
tion of 26 tombstones. Sandy
Ground is one of the oldest, doc-
umented burial grounds for free
and enslaved Africans in the
nation. Concerned citizens and vol-
unteers have already begun orga-
nizing to raise funds for repair while
the police continue their investiga-
tion].

Friends of Abandoned Cemetenes con-
ducts walking tours and historical }@c?zﬂw
about Staten Island’s Cemetenes. For a
schedule of events, general mfafm&zmﬁ
or inquines conceming volunteer Wodg
please call (718) 816-2137.

b

b

VOLUNTEERS WANTED!

Join OPEL in spreading the word
about the Alrican Burial Ground,

Interested?

Cur next volunteer training
is October 25, 1997.

o s fn o <fu fs @ afo alo afls ool oo

To become an OPEI volunteer or
to pick up a directory listing of
our current volunteers, plesse
call our Volunteer Coordinators
al 212 432.5707

An extenmve Update frum
“ Howard Umvermty |




We wrote these poems in honor of the
African Burial Ground, We chose different
topics. All have some type of reflection in
them. I hope you enjoy these lovely poems
that you helped inspire....
Oniga E. Moonsamimy
St Cathenne of Genoa School

The Children
by Oniga Moonsammy
Class 7-1

I saw the body of a child
Worked to death

Punished

Malnourished

Mistreated

Which one happened to You?

A childhood robbed,
flesh and muscle
torn from the

bone.

A mourntful cry

Reaches out

To you from

Your hope of

A better future

Your struggle was not in vain,

Burial Ground (Africans)
by Hose Paul
Class 7-2

Africans, dead ones!
Wowl

Artifacts, monuments and bones;
It reminds us of dead Africans.
|| They are our ancestors,
Soon, we will be ancestors,

We don't know when.
When we hear cries on our minds,
|| We wish we were there 10 do some-
[ thing.
[ :Onh mighty God in Heaven,
[ We know you were with them.

The Burial Ground shows us what
Trouble they went through.
Why them? We wonder why them?

Because of You (I'm Here)
by Christine Jean Louis
Class 7-1

You are a hero

You are a fighter

YYou are faith

Because of you | am here

You are my brother and sister

You are incredible

You are a singer who kept hope
alive and because of you | am here.

Whispers From My Ancesiors’ Grave

Samantha Noel
Class 7-2

The guide at the burial ground told
stories of the old,

The very old days of long ago

When my ancestors came and died
In a land quite far from home.

Then suddenty from the grave

| heard,

The bones of my ancestors moan,
and their jonely voices groan

“We suffered long and

hard my dear,

And gave our lives without fear
So that you, our children,

May one day soar like eagles
in the air”.

“Listen long and listen hard

To every word you hear.

And use thermn well and use them wise
When you are gone from here.
For our stories must help to guide
you, when you are in despalir.”

“Untitled”™
by David Smikle
Class 7-1

They used to work with the sun

beaming on their backs but still :
had confidence :
They used to work in.the fieids all day
but still had hope
They were spanked like little children
but they still had courage ?
They were taunted at, chased, and
laughed at but they still kept their
heads up. 7

“I respect the many African Americans
who were buried in the African Burial |
Grounds, and the African American
people who went through this.

Don't Praise Them Respect Them
by Fayola Pierre

Class 7-1

Don't glority them
Just honor them
it wasn't for them,
we will not be here,
Don't forget them.
Don't just stare

Honor them, with all your love
But don't praise therm,

They are not super natural
They are our ancestors,

our people

Retain this, don't praise them
Just admire, love and honor them,

b
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Sclence Boolis for
Young Readers

%chk:

Bear’s Explorer
Nature Book
‘Author: Andy Cooke
Publisher: Barron's Educational
Series Inc.
Price: $14.95

Donna Harden Cole

Reviewer:

‘Bear's Explorer Nature Book is
‘a hands on introduction to sci-
.ence for the youngest child. It
comes in a kit form and tocuses
on the wonderful world of ex-
ploring nature. It's a great start
for youngsters interested in their
-environment. It shows them how
to “dig for things” and is perfect
for the would be archaeologist.
‘The main character is “Bear” an
inquisitive “Smokey the Bear
%Typ@” who acts as a tour guide for
the young reader as they travel
through the various processes of
leaming about soll, trees, and the
seasons.

‘Along with the easy to follow read-
er, the child is equipped with all
§;‘the essential tools to prepare the
‘young archaeoclogist for their first
dig or excavation. The kit contains a

child sized trowel, a small hand tool
used to scrape the soil and help dig
up buried items. There are also
tweezers, a magnifying glass, bug
container and small plastic crea-
tures.

Bear guides the reader 10 seek
out different aspects of nature,
like looking for small bugs which
are described to the reader. This
jovial character also shows the
child examples of how to dig up
soil with the trowel and place it
in a container. Then using the
tweezers, just as an archaeolo-
gist would, the young explorer
can pick out the tiny bugs and
other objects found in the soil.
Using the magnifying glass the
youngster can see what she or
he has collected.

The young archaeologist can use
the Nature Book as a guide fo
design their own nature adventure
using a variety of settings from the
backyard, to the seaside, 1o the
woods and more! The final chapter
in the book is a wonderful checklist
for kids to remember so ‘that their
nature walk can be as safe as it
is interesting. Entitled “Bear’s
Handy Tips,” children are advised
to wear strong boots when working
in the dint, to watch out for insects or
plants that sting, and to check with
grown-ups on what types of fruit or
plants may or may not be edible.

The Bear's Explorer series are
designed for children ranging in
age from 3 years and above. So
hurry to your nearest bookstore
to start your little archaeologist
on their nature walk, Happy dig-

ging!
22

Bibliographic Resources
for Children

Compiled by Donna Harden Gmﬂe%
and Joella Morris |

Barner, Bob.

Bryan, Jenny.

1994 Your Amazing Brain. A Fascina- |
ting See Through View of How
Our Brain Works. Wishing Well
Books, $13.00

Burnie, David.
1984 “Life” Eyewilness Science: :
Dorling Kindersky, Inc. $15.95 ¢

Cole, Joanna.

18897, The Magic School Bus, Sho
and Tells, A Book About
Archaeology. Scholastic Inc. $2.99

Goodbody, Shm.
1996 Wonderful You, The Body.
Fairview Press, $15.06

Lowe, Rosalind.
1996 Info Adventure, Amazing Body
Science. WorldBook Inc, $4.95 |

Mcintosh, Jane. "Archaeology”
1994 Evewiiness Books.
Alfred A. Knopf, Inc, $18.00

Miller, Jonathan & Pellan, David. :
1883 The Classic Three-Dimensional |
Book, The Human Body.
Dark Horse Productions Ltd. $22.95

Novak, Michael. The Glow In the Dark
1997  Book of Human Skeletons.

Random House, Inc. $10.79

15



:Office of Public Education and Interpretation
f the African Burial Ground

5. Custom House,

World Trade Center, Rm. 239

New York, N.Y. 10048

ADDRESS
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